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ADMISSIONS POLICY 2027 - 2028 

Stanhope Barrington CofE Primary School 

 
"Every child matters and no child is ever left behind..." 

 
"Let the little children come to me, and do not stop them; 
for it is to such as these that the kingdom of God belongs." 

Luke 18:15-17 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Policy Reviewed and Adopted by DNDLT Trust Board: 04 February 2026 
Date of Next Review: Annually by Academy Council 



The Durham and Newcastle Diocesan Learning Trust is the Admissions Authority for the 
school.   

We intend to admit up to 15 pupils to the reception year group in September 2027.  This 
arrangement follows consultation between the Durham and Newcastle Diocesan Learning 
Trust, the Academy Council, the Local Authority (LA), all other schools in the area and all other 
Admission Authorities in the area. 

Applications must be made on the Local Authority Common Application Form.  This form must 
be returned to the Home Local Authority.  Applications received after the closing date will 
only be considered after all those received by the closing date. 

Children who have an Education, Health and Care Plan where the school is named as the most 
appropriate educational setting for the child will be admitted to the school before all others.  
Where there are insufficient places available to meet all parental preferences, the school 
Academy Council will allocate the remaining places on the basis of equal preference and 
priority will be given to applications in the following order: 

1 Children in Care, including previously looked after children and children previously 
in state care outside of England   

This refers to children who are looked after by a Local Authority in accordance with 
Section 22 of the Children’s Act 1989 at the time the application for admission to the 
school is made, and whom the Local Authority can confirm will still be looked after at 
the time of admission to the school.  Looked after children and children who were 
previously looked after but ceased to be so because immediately after being looked 
after they were then adopted [or became subject to a child arrangements order or 
special guardianship order] also come under this category.  An ‘adoption order’ is 
defined as an order made under section 46 of the Adoption and Children Act 2002.  A 
‘child arrangements order’ is defined as an order outlining the arrangements as to the 
person with whom the child will live under section 8 of the Children Act 1989 as 
amended.  A ‘special guardianship order’ is an order appointing one or more individuals 
to be a child’s special guardian or guardians under the Children Act 1989. 

Children who were previously in state care outside of England are those who have 
ceased to be in state care as a result of being adopted.  Children previously in state care 
outside of England means children who have been looked after outside of England by a 
public authority, a religious organisation or another provider of care whose sole 
purpose is to benefit society. The care may have been provided in orphanages or other 
settings.   In the case of children adopted from state care overseas, the admissions 
authority will require evidence that a child is eligible by asking the child’s parents or 
carers for appropriate evidence of their previously looked-after status.  

2 Children who will have a sibling attending the school at the time of their admission 

Sibling refers to brother or sister, half brother or sister, adopted brother or sister, step 
brother or sister, or the child of the parent/carer’s partner where the child for whom 
the school place is sought is permanently living in the same family unit at the same 
address as that sibling. Please note –this criteria only applies to siblings who are of 
compulsory school age, not younger siblings who attend a nursery setting attached to 



a school.   If parents are separated and the sibling lives with each parent an equal 
amount of time during the school year, you must either agree between each other, or 
if that is not possible, provide a Court Order as to which address should be considered 
as the main address for this purpose. An offer of a school place will not be made 
unless/until only one home address has been agreed.  

3 Medical or Social Criteria  

Pupils with very exceptional medical or social factors directly related to school 
placement.  Applications must be supported by written evidence from a doctor or other 
professional practitioner, setting out the particular reasons why our school is the only 
school that can meet the child’s needs and will be considered on a case by case basis.   

4 Children whose parents wish them to be educated at Stanhope Barrington Church of 
England Primary School up to the permitted admission number of 15 per year group 

Multiple Births 

For applications of children of multiple births, if one of the children is offered the last 
place available, we will offer a place for the other child/ren. 

Tie Breaker 

Where there are places for some, but not all, applicants within a particular criterion, 
distance from home to school will be the deciding factor.  This will be measured by the 
shortest available walking route; measured from the child’s home address to the front 
entrance of the school using the Local Authority’s computerised measuring system, with 
those living closer to the school receiving the higher priority.  In the event that two 
distance measurements are identical, the school will use random allocation to decide 
which child should be offered the place.  This process will be conducted in the presence 
of a person independent of the school. 

Admission of children below compulsory age range and deferred entry to school 

The School Admissions Code 2021 requires school admission authorities to provide for 
the admission of all children in the September following their fourth birthday.  However, 
a child is not legally required to start school until they have reached compulsory school 
age following their fifth birthday.  For summer born children [those born after 1 April] 
this can sometimes be almost a full school year after the point at which they could first 
be admitted. 

Some parents may feel that their child is not ready to start school in the September 
following their fourth birthday and the child’s parents are entitled to:- 

 

 defer the date their child is admitted to the school until later in the school year 
but not beyond the point at which they reach compulsory school age and not 
beyond the beginning of the final term of the school year for which it was made; 
and  

  where the parents wish, children may attend part-time until later in the school 
year but not beyond the point at which they reach compulsory school age  



 
If parents wish to exercise the above rights they should discuss this with the Head 
Teacher as soon as possible to confirm arrangements and specify their choice in writing 
as follows: - 
 

● that they wish their child to attend part-time until they reach compulsory 
school age, or 

● that the date their child is admitted to school is deferred until later in the same 
academic year or until the term in which the child reaches compulsory school 
age. The school will hold any deferred place for the child, although, in the 
majority of cases, we find that children benefit from starting at the beginning of 
the school year, rather than part way through it. 

● that the date their child is admitted to school is deferred until the term after 
the child reaches compulsory school age provided this is not beyond the 
beginning of the final term of the school year. 

 

The child must, however, start school full time in the term after their fifth birthday. 

Requests for admission outside of normal age range 

If parents of summer born children wish to defer entry as outlined above and wish them 
to be admitted to the Reception Year in the term following their fifth birthday, rather 
than year 1, then parents should apply at the usual time for a place in September of the 
current academic year together with a request that the child is admitted outside of his 
or her normal age group to the Reception Year in September the following year 
providing supporting reasons for seeking a place outside of the normal age group.  This 
should be discussed with the Headteacher as soon as possible.  If their request is agreed, 
and this should be clear before the national offer day, their application for the normal 
age group may be withdrawn before any place is offered and they should reapply in the 
normal way for a Reception place in the following year.  If the request is refused, the 
parents must decide whether to wait for any offer of a place in the current academic 
year (this will still be subject to the over-subscription criteria in this policy) or to 
withdraw their application and apply for a Year 1 place the following year.  Parents 
should be aware that the Year 1 group may have no vacancies as it could be full with 
children transferring from the previous Reception Year group. 

Requests from parents for places outside a normal age group will be considered 
carefully, eg for those who have missed education due to ill health.  Each case will be 
considered on its own merits and circumstances.  However, such admissions will not 
normally be agreed without a consensus that to do so would be in the pupil’s interests.  
It is recommended that parents discuss their wishes with the Headteacher in advance 
of applying for a place. Parents should apply in the normal way together with a written 
request that the child is admitted outside of his or her normal age group to the 
requested year group in September the following year providing supporting reasons for 
seeking a place outside of the normal age group.   The Academy Council may ask 
relevant professions for their opinion on the case.  It should be noted that if a place in 



the requested age group is refused, but one in the normal age range is offered then 
there is not right of appeal. 

Information about waiting lists 

If you wish your child to attend Stanhope Barrington CE Primary School you must fill in 
an application form, even if your child attends nursery / you live in the admission zone 
for the school.  Attendance at the nursery does not guarantee you a place at the school.  
If you are unable to gain a place initially then your child’s name can be added to a 
waiting list for at least one term. Each added child will require the list to be ranked again 
in line with the published oversubscription criteria.   This list will be administered in line 
with the admissions criteria and does not depend on the date an application is received.  
Waiting lists will be maintained until 31 December of the admission year.    

Right of Appeal 

If you are not successful in obtaining a place for your child at our school, you have a 
statutory right of appeal.  Further details are available from the school, Local Authority 
or the Chair of Academy Council in the first instance. 

Transfers 

Parents who wish their child to transfer to Stanhope Barrington CE Primary School at 
any other time other than the beginning of primary education should contact the Local 
Authority Admissions Team in the first instance.  The Admissions Team will contact the 
school on your behalf.  Should there be space in the school the admissions authority 
will admit your child.  If more requests are received than there are places available, the 
above criteria will apply. 


